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s the fourth generation of Chinese in Canada, I will never forget
my origin.

Born in Montreal, Canada, I graduated in pharmacy and obtained a master’s
degrees at the University of Montreal.
My paternal greatgrandfather is native of Xin Hui; my maternal one is from Tai
Shan. Both greatgrandfathers came to Canada, left their native land and families
for better working opportunities and sending monies back home to their families.
Both my grandfathers joined their fathers in Canada and owned restaurants. My
father had the difficult decision between staying with his mother in Hong Kong or
joining his father in Canada. At the age of 18 he decided to come to Canada. I am
grateful that my ancestors have chosen Canada and gave me a better chance to
study, having a better work opportunity and better quality of living. As the fourth
generation of Chinese in Canada, I will never forget my origin.
Getting to know Chinese culture, before the existence of internet, was difficult in
Montreal. My first contact with Chinese brush was at my maternal grandmother’s
laundry mat when I was 8 years old. She used the Chinese brush and Chinese ink
to mark on the clothes. On Chinese weddings, I needed to write my Chinese name
with the Chinese ink and brush on silk fabric.
I started Chinese calligraphy and painting in my thirties as a hobby. After a couple
years of learning, I dared to participate at the International Golden Swan Art
Competition. With the guidance of teacher Ngan Siu Mui, I won the third prize. I
am grateful that teacher Ngan can spread the Chinese art and culture far away from
our native land.
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Pine trees
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It is necessary to care about a word
that could hurt the world
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Soir d'hiver
(Émile Nelligan)
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